
Habitat for Humanity® Trinidad and Tobago 
helps people transform their lives and their 
communities by supporting access to affordable 
shelter. 

During 2017-2018, Habitat T&T placed focus on 
reducing discrimination and improving housing 
& land access for vulnerable groups - the 
disabled, those living with HIV & AIDS and the 
LGBTQIA communities in Trinidad and Tobago.

Habitat T&T engaged in a collaborative project 
with the Caribbean Policy Development Centre 
(CPDC), the European Union, several disability 
organisations, NGOS supporting LGBTQI 
communities and HIV/AIDS civil society 
organisations, aimed at making affordable 
housing more easily accessible for everyone.

Habitat for Humanity
Spotlight on Catalysts

What actions so far?

As part of the process, Habitat T&T and 
partners designed and implemented

• an online survey to gather information on 
experiences of members of disability 
groups in accessing housing

• an online petition, advocating for the 
Minister of Housing to allow disabled 
landowners to apply for special assistance 
for housing, and provide emergency 
housing for those evicted because of their 
gender or HIV status

The work is still ongoing; further actions 
include conducting stakeholder 
consultations and focus groups and 
embarking on a high-profile construction 
activity – an ‘Advocacy Build’ which engages 
prominent and influential leaders from 
government, the diplomatic corps, business, 
academia, the arts and civil society in 
corporate social responsibility.

Collectively the activities will be used to 
lobby national and local government 
authorities and advocate for legislative 
reform and policy modification and 
harmonization in land management; and to 
build and strengthen relationships with 
allies to ensure that land and housing 
policies are implemented justly. 

Some 200,000 people in our country live in sub-
standard housing conditions, with dilapidated 

and structurally unsound houses, a lack of 
running water, no electricity and less than 

adequate washroom facilities. Many of these 
families have members who are disabled, living 

with HIV/AIDS or part of the gender 
communities ~ Habitat T&T


